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Personal Details
	Name
	

	Nationality
	

	Country of Residence
	UK

	Preferred Location(s)
	London

	Available From
	September 2010

	Teaching Subjects
	Geography, EAL/ESOL

	Ages of Students qualified to teach
	11-19 years 


Teaching Biography

	Over the last five years, I have been teaching English and Geography in various schools across Europe and for the last two years I have taught Geography and Travel and Tourism in a Sixth Form school in London. However, my great passion is Geography and I am looking for a position where I am able to focus on Geography and teach the subject across a wide age range. One of my professional goals is to teach in a high achieving institution where Geography is a well regarded subject and where I will be able to contribute to the Geography department and the school as a whole, while evolving as a teacher. 

I graduated from Uppsala University in 2005 and was conferred a Masters degree in Teaching and Education with specialisation in Geography and English as a foreign language. The degree entitles me to teach in both secondary schools and further education in Sweden and all the EU member states, including the UK. This has been acknowledged by GTC who has recognised my qualification (QTS). Apart from the usual academic and practical studies, I attended various international courses; I spent 3 months studying English and Pedagogy at Stirling University, Scotland and 5 weeks in India, where I carried out a field study entitled Education, Development and Sustainability. For my further development during my university education, I also attended and participated in the Annual Congress of Geography organized by the European Geography Association (EGEA) in Barloo, Netherlands were I was able to observe and exchange views on the subject with my European counterparts. These experiences have allowed me to considerably expand my understanding of Geography and realise how enriching it is to work in an international environment. 

This is my fifth year of teaching Geography and English as a foreign language. Since 2008, I have been teaching Geography A-level and Travel and Tourism at Crossways Sixth Form where I have had the opportunity to widen my experience and knowledge in the subject through various activities. One such activity was a Geography teacher exchange with a leading Swedish college, Saltsjöbaden Samskolan in Stockholm, Sweden. Prior to my current position, I was employed at the International IT College of Sweden where in addition from managing the Geography department, I also taught English as a Second Language. The students obtained excellent exam results that year. Based on these successful results, one of my students received a grant to participate in the United Nations Pilgrimage for Youth in USA and Canada. 

Throughout my years of teaching I have gathered a vast experience of various teaching methods of how to develop learners’ skills in order for them to achieve their career goals. Whilst working at Crossways Sixth Form I was able to guide one of my students back to being motivated and recording a hundred percent attendance. In order to do so I used the college’s monitoring system, Centime, to identify his attendance and punctuality patterns and informed the parents in order to involve them. After one month of continuous monitoring and classroom motivation, his attendance improved considerably. By presenting him with more challenging tasks and encouraging him to accomplish them in record time while providing constant assessment and positive feedback, he managed to become one of the top students in that class. I put a lot of emphasis on differentiation and looking after the needs of each and every student. This was just one example of my professional commitment to this particular aspect of the teaching job. 

I am very eager to improve my teaching skills. At Crossways, I have been given the opportunity to be part of different professional development projects. I have just completed my reflective practice as part of the TLR and I found this experience very insightful and enriching. This is because I was able to alter my teaching techniques in order to efficiently apply reflective teaching and learning. For example, my first observed lesson was mostly teacher lead, the follow-up was student centred and reflection was taking place to a greater extent. This shows that I have the ability to listen to criticism and to improve my teaching strategies in order to optimise student learning which will in turn result in higher success rates. During the peer assessment of the TLR I was also able to identify a number of special skills and strengths. For instance, due to my knowledge of languages, I realised that one of the students was struggling with the language barrier. While she understood the concept in her own language she could not express it in English. I therefore asked her to illustrate it on the interactive white board and at the same time to stop thinking in her mother tongue and describe the drawing instead. This helped her to express herself and demonstrate good understanding of the concept. Furthermore, it gave her better self esteem in her language skills. 

I am a great believer in using electronic and visual aids in the classroom, as shown above. Geography is a very visual subject and using the interactive techniques available at Crossways has enabled me to fully use and benefit from a wider range of materials. For example I made extensive use of the Active Teach material for the AS and A2 (Edexcel new specification) to the benefit and increased enjoyment of the students.
My belief is that my combination of international background together with experience of teaching in the UK makes me a very suitable teacher to contribute to and improve the students’ academic achievement as well as to enhance their social, mental and spiritual self. 


Education

	Tertiary Qualifications

	Year 
	Institution
	Degree Obtained

	2005
	Uppsala University Uppsala Sweden
	Master of Education:  Geography and English


	Secondary School Education

	Year 
	Institution
	Degree Obtained

	2000
	Linneskolan, Uppsala, Sweden
	Level: Secondary 

GCE O Level: Languages and Humanistic Subjects.


Career / Teaching History

	Present or previous position

	School
	Crossroads Sixth Form College

	Location (Town & Country)
	Brocklehurst, London, England

	Start & End Date (Month & Year)
	October 2008 – to date

	Subjects Taught
	A-level Geography and BTEC Travel and Tourism

	Student Ages & Classes Taught
	Ages 16 – 19 years

	Overview of School Environment/Demographics
	A Sixth Form with a population of over 500 students. It is a public school where students are prepared for a national examination at the end of their A-levels as well as coaching them to achieve Pass, Merits and Distinctions for their BTEC course. The average class size is about 15 students. The students’ abilities range considerably and so does their behaviour. 

	Responsibilities, Duties, Extra Curricular & Key Achievements
	Planning and delivering A-level Geography and BTEC Travel and Tourism lessons according to the curriculum

Continuously assessing students’ progression and achievement 

Preparing new teaching material, often with the help of ICT

Organising trips

Supervising students during trips

Tutorial responsibilities for one year Level 2 class

Part of the Gifted and Talented improvement strategies team, 2008-2009. 

	Reason for Leaving
	To pursue other academic interests


	Prior to the above

	School
	International IT College

	Location (Town & Country)
	Stockholm, Sweden

	Start & End Date (Month & Year)
	08/2007-07/2008

	Subjects Taught
	A-level Geography, English as a Foreign Language – FEC Cambridge Certificate

	Student Ages & Classes Taught
	Ages 16-19

	Overview of School Environment/Demographics
	This is an elite international school, with 50% of the subjects taught in English, including Geography, according to the A-level curriculum in England. The school has around 450 students who have been accepted on the grounds of their merits in English and their core chosen subjects. The school has 99% passing rates with outstanding grades, including English and Geography.

	Responsibilities, Duties, Extra Curricular & Key Achievements
	Planned the delivery of the Geography curriculum.

Created teaching and learning material for Geography and EFL course.

Delivered the Geography and EFL course at a very high standard. 

Assessed the students’ achievement throughout the year, taking necessary measures to improve their learning even further. 

Managed the examination process, collation of all exam material and grades for the Geography course.

Managed the quality of grading for the Geography course.

Collated, interpreted and acted upon pupil feedback for the Geography course.

Advised and mentored 25 pupils in 2nd year.

Attended ongoing professional training course.
Organised and supervised the Debate club (in English)

	Reason for Leaving
	To reunite with my family in the UK


	Prior to the above

	School
	Various Schools/Kingsdale School, Gateway Academy.

	Location (Town & Country)
	London, United Kingdom

	Start & End Date (Month & Year)
	10/2006-07/2007

	Subjects Taught
	English

	Student Ages & Classes Taught
	Grades 7-11
Ages 11-17

	Overview of School Environment/Demographics
	Both co-educational schools with a cohort of about 1000 students. Both institutions with very challenging students both from a behaviour and an academic range point of view.

	Responsibilities, Duties, Extra Curricular & Key Achievements
	Supply teacher for English
Pastoral Assistant for the Head of year 11.

	Reason for Leaving
	To reunite with the family in Sweden.


	Prior to the above

	School
	Centre d’enseigment Notre Dame des Champs

	Location (Town & Country)
	Brussels, Belgium

	Start & End Date (Month & Year)
	09/2005-07/2006

	Subjects Taught
	English as a Foreign Language

	Student Ages & Classes Taught
	12-19

	Overview of School Environment/Demographics
	This is a French speaking Catholic school with very high standards and achievements. The school has a population of 1200 students. The average class size is 20 pupils. English is taught as their third language (after French and Dutch).   

	Responsibilities, Duties, Extra Curricular & Key Achievements
	Prepared and delivered the lessons according to the curriculum. 
Prepared assessment materials and assessed the students’ throughout the year.

Participated and contributed to staff meetings and curriculum developing meetings.

Organised and participated to language trips. 

	Reason for Leaving
	To reunite with my family in the UK


Further Skills & Knowledge to offer Schools

My international background has provided me with a very good understanding of the implications of living and working in an international environment, which enables me to relate equally to students coming from an international background and to those who are exposed to one. Since I have been coordinating a lot of extracurricular activities I also consider myself a good organiser and I really enjoy getting involved in helping the students develop a wide variety of skills, such as communication and social, which is vital for their future careers. This also enables me to create great relationships with the students based on trust and respect, since they appreciate my effort and devotion to improving their chances of success in the future.  
Information Technology & Computing Skills

	Information Technology Skills
	Highly Skilled
	Skilled
	Competent
	Novice

	Word Processing
	(
	
	
	

	Excel
	
	(
	
	

	Power point
	(
	
	
	

	Email
	(
	
	
	

	Internet
	(
	
	
	

	Interactive (SMART) Whiteboards
	(
	
	
	

	Classroom Software Packages
	(
	
	
	

	Evaluation/Assessment Software
	(
	
	
	

	School Administration Software
	
	(
	
	

	Other(Please Specify)
	


Continuous Professional Development/Courses/Publications

	Year & Date
	Organisation
	Course Title

	04/2007                        
	Gateway Academy
	Using ICT in teaching     

	02/2008                        
	International IT College
	Leadership in Schools    

	03/2009                        
	Crossways Sixth Form
	Planning A2 Geography  

	03/2009
	Crossways Sixth Form
	Feedback on AS Geography           

	03/2010
	Crossways Sixth Form
	Feedback on A2 Geography


How would you describe your ideal school setting in which you would work?

In a society where the globalisation is the driving force, an international environment would be the most suitable one, where both students and staff get along well regardless of their various national or religious backgrounds. Also the ideal school would have to have very high requirements from both the students and the teachers, but at the same time provide them with support, both in terms of equipment (hi-tech facilities) and academic and pastoral development. Last but not the least, the school should put the students in the centre of the focus and concentrate its efforts on the main goal, towards which everyone should aim: the students’ learning. But above all, a school has to emanate enthusiasm and commitment to their goal and this has to be sensed through every single step of the way, from the way in which the curriculum is delivered to the layout of the school’s website.
Referee Contact Details
	Referee 1
	
	
	
	

	Name
	Institution
	Position held
	Email
	Phone

	Brian Flynn
	Crossroads Sixth Form
	Principal
	
	

	Referee 2
	
	
	
	

	Name
	Institution
	Position held
	Email
	Phone

	John Smith
	International IT College
	HOD
	
	


